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This month we will be hearing from Helen  
Sharkey on corporate ethics. 
Location: The Ballroom at Tanglewood, 5430
Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX 
Time: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

This Month’s Meeting 

YEA Networking Event 
Join ASHRAE for our upcoming Happy Hour!
Location & Time:  TBA 
SPONSOR NEEDED contact Pablo Marin if
interested. 
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Annual ASHRAE Houston 
Fall Golf Tournament
Benefiting ASHRAE Research and the Houston
Chapter!
Location: The Golf Trails of The Woodlands 
2311 N Millbend Dr 
The Woodlands, TX 77380
Time: 11:00 AM

Become an

 Annual Sponsor
TODAY!!

Do YOU want to be a Tabletop
Sponsor?! 

CLICK HERE to learn more! 

NOVEMBER Tabletop Sponsor

https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=5
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=6
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=16
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=31
mailto:pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
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LAST MONTH’S MEETING

Thank you Aeroseal for
being our Table top Sponsor! 

Future Improved Grid Hardening
through the use of Digital Twin.

Thank you to eveyone who came out to the
October meeting, we heard from both Brian Wright
and Abbey Massey. 

Brian provided an overview of the Texas PACE
program, how Texas PACE benefits engineers, how
Texas PACE fits into the capital stack, and also
provided case studies.

 

Abby provided an overview of three federal tax
incentives that are triggered by the installation of
energy efficient systems. She also discussed the
value of these incentives and what considerations
need to be made during the project to maximize
benefit. Finally, she will discuss how and when to
best identify a tax incentive opportunity.
 

Brian Wright
PACE Program Liaison

Abby Massey, PE, LEED AP
 VP of Energy Incentives with TaxTaker
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GET YOUR TICKETS HERE!!
MEMBER 

$32.00 Early bird rate before September 5th 
$35.00 Member Luncheon Ticket 

$40.00 Member Ticket (at the door)

NON-MEMBER 
$42.00 Early bird rate before September 5th

$45.00 Non-Members Luncheon Ticket 
$50.00 Non-Member Luncheon Ticket at the door

How a low-level employee’s
silence led to a prison sentence

When Helen Sharkey was hired as an accountant in 1996 by 
Dynegy—an up-and-coming energy trading company in 
Houston—she had no idea the job would ultimately lead to 
28 days in a maximum-security federal prison. But that’s 
exactly what happened. 

At the age of 28, Helen was the lowest-level employee 
on a $300 million structured finance transaction team 

called Project Alpha. Little did she know, Dynegy was 
following in the footsteps of Enron. Soon, the Securities 
and Exchange Commission launched an investigation 
of Project Alpha, followed by criminal charges brought 
by the Justice Department against three employees, 
including Helen. 

In August 2003, Helen pled guilty to one count of 
conspiracy to commit securities fraud.

Today, Helen speaks about her experiences with brutal 
honesty and not a trace of self-pity. She talks 

about her excitement when she landed her 
“dream job” at Dynegy, only to be followed by 

dismay when she began to doubt the ethics 
of what they were doing and, ultimately, 
her complete loss of faith in the company. 
She details her gut-wrenching fear when 
she realized that the Justice Department 
was targeting her, her struggle with 
the decision to plead guilty, the shame 
of being branded a felon and her time 
behind bars. She talks about her mistakes 
frankly, yet also delivers a message of 
hope: even when things are at their 

darkest, never lose sight of the light at the 
end. Follow it and believe.

“What Happened to Me
Could Happen to Anyone” 

Helen C. Sharkey

MORE INFORMATION AT HELENSHARKEY.INFO

 

Corporate ethics and accountability
 Whistleblower responsibilities 
What NOT to do when faced with an ethical dilemma

■
■
■

Speaking
Topics

https://ashraehouston.org/meet-reg1.php?id=340
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Click HERE for full article

Dear ASHRAE Houston Chapter Members,
       October was a whirlwind of activity for our chapter, and I couldn't be more excited to share
the highlights with you. We came together for engaging presentations, thrilling fundraisers,
and meaningful networking, all while reinforcing the strong sense of community that makes
our chapter shine.
       Our third chapter meeting featured two incredible speakers: Brian Wright, who educated
us on the Texas PACE Programs, and Abby Massey, who outlined how we can leverage the
Inflation Reduction Act tax incentives on our projects. Their insights sparked engaging
discussions and provided actionable takeaways for all who attended.
       Our Fall Poker Tournament was a smashing success, with 46 participants coming together
for a night of friendly competition. We raised significant funds for ASHRAE Research and our
Houston Chapter Operating Funds. A huge thank you to Roessler Equipment Company for
providing their facilities, and to our amazing sponsors: Samsung HVAC, Garner Fritsche, Delta
T Equipment, Texas Reps, I.A. Naman, Telios, GK Engineers, Eolis, Technical Air Balance,
Magnum Air, and Kitz Corporation of America! Your support made this event memorable and
impactful.
       We also hosted our first Women in ASHRAE event of the year: a compelling panel
discussion titled “The Female Perspective – Women in STEM Leadership.” Thanks to the
generous sponsorships from Page and S&S HVAC, we were able to offer this event free of
charge, making it accessible to all. The conversation was rich and inspiring, fostering
connections and highlighting the value of diverse leadership in our field.
       Our Young Engineers in ASHRAE (YEA) group kicked off their learning-style networking
socials with a presentation by Randy Plumlee from SPEER. He covered the evolving changes in
building codes and energy efficiency, providing attendees with valuable PDH credits. Special
thanks to Alliant Group for sponsoring drinks for the first 50 participants. This event marked
an excellent start to a promising series of educational and networking opportunities.
       As the holidays approach, we’ll be slowing down a bit, but we still have several fantastic
events lined up. Don’t miss out on these opportunities to connect and engage:

       Annual Fall Golf Tournament: Join us on November 14th at the Woodlands Country
Club. Spots for teams and sponsorships are filling up fast, so head over to our website and
register today!
Annual Ethics Chapter Meeting: Mark your calendars for Friday, November 15th (yes, a
Friday, not our usual Thursday) at the Ballroom at Tanglewood. If you need your ethics
credit, this is the event for you.
YEA Networking Social: We’ll have another networking opportunity on November 21st, so
keep an eye out for details.

       Looking ahead, I also want to encourage you to consider joining us for the 2025 ASHRAE
Winter Conference in Orlando. Conferences like these are phenomenal for professional
growth, exposure to cutting-edge research, and expanding your network. It’s an experience
you won’t want to miss!
       Lastly, I want to spotlight our chapter secretary, Mason Hall. Although new to the officer
rotation, Mason has been with ASHRAE Houston Chapter for three years. He served as the Hot
Air Recorder Newsletter Editor for two years, and now, as our secretary, he’s shown tireless
dedication to keeping our chapter organized. Mason's energy, willingness to lend a hand, and
commitment to our chapter are truly inspiring. From preparing agendas and organizing our
cloud storage to offering support wherever needed, Mason has proven to be an invaluable
part of our leadership team. I’m confident he has a bright future in our organization.
     To those who are thinking about joining ASHRAE or becoming more involved: There has
never been a better time. Our chapter is a place of collaboration, growth, and impact, and we
welcome new faces with open arms. Come see what being a part of this incredible
community can do for your career and personal development!
Thank you all for your ongoing support and engagement. Here’s to a strong finish to the year!
  
                                                                  
                                                     ASHRAE Houston Chapter 2024-2025 President
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Fall Golf Tournament

Spring Golf Tournament

2024-2025 Fundraising Events &
Sponsorship Opportunities 

If you would like to

sign up for an annual

sponsorhip you can

donate on-line, or

contact

 Heather Camden 

at (713)305-5479 

to make your pledge

and be the top of your

level’s banner!  

 T
ha
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UPCOMING DATES: 

Click HERE to donate to ASHRAE Research

https://fundraising.ashrae.org/Exposed/FundraisingFolio?pageIdx=81e4834f-fc93-4a82-9ca5-f1543c7625c1
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Thank you to everyone who came out to participate in the Fall Annual
Poker Tournament. This year was a huge success! 

Winners: 
Francis Chaumet

                             Brandon Crabtree - Convergentz

                     Mark Sacra, Jr. - Distribaire

TOURNAMENT 

: 
(More details at the ASHRAE Houston Website) 

Huge THANK YOU to our Sponsors for the night!! 

Royal Flush Sponsor 

Straight Flush Sponsor 

Four of a Kind Sponsor 

Full House Sponsor

Full House Sponsor

Full House Sponsor
Flush Sponsor

Flush Sponsor

Flush Sponsor

Straight Sponsor
Raffle SponsorTechnical Air Balance

Straight Sponsor
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The Golf Trails
of 
The Woodlands 
2311 N Millbend
Dr 
The Woodlands, TX
77380

TEAM OF 4- $1250 

ANNUAL FALL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Includes alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages,
lunch, and dinner. $5 raffle tickets available for
raffle prizes. Awards for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
will be presented. Golf carts included with
registration. For questions, call, text or email
Heather Camden at camden@eceng.com,
(713)305-5479. 

(More details at the ASHRAE Houston Website) 
**Sponsorship opportunities 

: 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Tailgate Sponsor.……………… $2,500.00 
Dinner Sponsor……………...…. $2,000.00 
Beverage Sponsor………...….. $1,600.00 
Golf Ball Logo Sponsor…...… $1,300.00 
Lunch Sponsor……………....... $1,300.00 
Snack Sponsor……………..…...$1,000.00 
Gift Bag Sponsor…………...…. $1,000.00 
Raffle Sponsor……………...….. $800.00 
Koozie Sponsor………...……... $800.00 
Cigar Sponsor……….......…….. $800.00 
Tiger Hole Sponsor……...……. $600.00 
Closest to the Pin Sponsor....$600.00 
Longest Drive Sponsor…...…. $600.00
Putting Contest Sponsor....… $600.00 
Tee Box Sponsor……………..... $300.00 

REGISTRATION 11:00 AM
LUNCH 11:30 AM

SHOTGUN START 12:30 PM 

https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php


ANNUAL SPONSORSHIP
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DEC 

https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=89
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=89
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=89
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=89
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Heather Camden to
Tim Navarro

2024-2025 Treasurer: Tim Navarro

Please welcome our NEW members:
Antonio Gonzales, Ahmed Almttaary, Jacob Talash, Rey
Chapa, Sakir Mert, Nathan Davis, Lance Wasson, Harry
Franz, Valerie Dewalt, Todd Howard, William Lofstrom,

Sean Green, Eric Granhaug, Thomas Hergot

Join or renew through www.ashrae.org/home
if you have any questions, contact membership@ashraehouston.org

TREASURER

http://www.ashrae.org/home
mailto:membership@ashraehouston.org
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2024-2025 YEA Chair 
pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
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YEA Sponsors (2024-2025)YEA Participation Survey (2024-2025)

YEA Leadership
Weekend!  
Nov. 8-10, 2024

CLICK HERE  to Register!!

October YEA 
Happy Hour Highlights!  

Thank you 
Alliant Group!!

              Please Join Us for 
        YEA Happy Hour

Thursday, November 21st! 

Location TBA and Sponsor Needed
 Please contact Pablo at pablo.marin@engineeredair.com

mailto:pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
mailto:pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
mailto:pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
https://www.ashrae.org/communities/young-engineers-in-ashrae-yea/yea-events-and-programs/yea-leadership-weekend
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1Tu4yfgnoISjBK3LWI5owcTslYWOE1scQqDWz6J0ms9k%2Fviewform%3Fedit_requested%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7Ckendallz%40unifyes.com%7C0292f11c511f4460fd6708dcabeecffd%7C9f7cfc5a6b4a4097afbfcc8f90c1ab0f%7C0%7C0%7C638574289510689611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5XPITxqqBxDKY3NlmQsCfJIMIVRxN019ifArt9XsOao%3D&reserved=0
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=11
https://www.ashrae.org/communities/young-engineers-in-ashrae-yea/yea-events-and-programs/yea-leadership-weekend
https://www.ashrae.org/communities/young-engineers-in-ashrae-yea/yea-events-and-programs/yea-leadership-weekend


STUDENT ACTIVITES

QUICK LINKS
This Month’s Meeting

Next Month’s Meeting

President’s Message

Research Promotion

Membership

Treasurer

YEA

Student Activities

Grassroots Government

BOG Minutes

Roster

QUICK LINKS
This Month’s Meeting

Next Month’s Meeting

President’s Message

Research Promotion

Membership

Treasurer

YEA

Student Activities

Grassroots Government

BOG Minutes

Roster

Job Opportunities

QUICK LINKS
This Month’s Meeting

President’s Message

Research Promotion

Membership

Treasurer

YEA

Student Activities

Houston’s History

WIA & DIA

Annual Clay Tournament

Government Affairs

Minutes

Roster

Job Opportunities

Un
de

rgr
ad Program Equipment Grant

Hig S
chool Design Project Start Applying NOW!! 

Applications require:

1. Total budget for the trip.
2. ASHRAE membership ID

3. History of involvement

Due Dec. 15  th

1. President’s Scholarship
2. Engineering Technology
Scholarships
3. Undergraduate Engineering
Scholarships
4. University-Specific Scholarships
5. ASHRAE Society Chapter
Scholarships
5. Regional Scholarships

Due Dec. 1st

Meet the Team! 

Andrew Mitchell 

S.T.E.M Programs
around the Greater

Houston area are gearing
up to participate. Any

member of ASHRAE who
would like to volunteer to
help students prepare to
complete VIPS training
and background checks

please reach out to
Andrew Mitchell

     I am Andrew Mitchell, and this month 
I have the pleasure of introducing myself 
to this community.

     Growing up in Austin Texas, I enjoyed several sporting
activities, but mainly baseball and football. This gave me an
early appreciation for coming indoors on a hot day to an
airconditioned space. My current position is at Johnson
Controls as an HVAC Commercial Owner Direct Salesperson.
As someone who walks through existing buildings, I see the
corners that were cut to get a system up and running and the
financial implications for a building owner. Through ASHRAE, I
can share my passion for this industry and raise awareness of
best design practices. As part of the Texas A&M Industrial
Distribution class of 2022, I learned the value of problem-
solving and value engineering. I bring this approach to my
customers such as Shell, Landy's, and Alcon daily to find cost-
effective solutions that can stand the test of time. While all of
HVAC requires experience and design capabilities, my focus is
tackling building automation controls and indoor air quality. I
am excited to work this year with K-12 and undergraduate
programs as a Student Activities Chairman
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Did you ever wonder who made artificial Ice, i.e. the start of Refrigeration?

Did you ever wonder what economic events created the Artificial Ice Industry?

Did you ever wonder when artificial ice was first produced?

Did you ever wonder where commercial artificial ice was introduced?

Did you ever wonder why artificial Ice was developed?

Did you ever wonder why ice was harvested in the North, shipped on a clipper sailing
ship to Galveston, Texas & Port Lavaca on the Gulf of Mexico and transported inland

by rail for what the market would bear?

At the time in 1865 Ice cost approximately $0.10 per pound to produce artificially.
Did you ever wonder How did the Houston Chapter come to be?

All interesting questions!

ASHRAE Houston Website’s Historical Archive Repository has Answers.

     Duh! Natural ice has been with us forever, it is generated by the weather generally
in more northerly climates or at higher altitudes. Ice is liquid water with a lot of
internal heat removed. It can be created by lowering the ambient temperature
below 32⁰ F for a specific period of time depending on a lot of factors. It can be
created at higher temperatures if the atmospheric pressure is reduced to allow the
water to boil at a lower temperature than room temperature. 

     The latent heat of water freezing to ice is 144 BTUH/Pound of water (one ton of
cooling= 12,000 BTUH = 83.33 pounds of ice being converted from ice to water at
32⁰F). Water at 100 ⁰F requires = 68.1 BTUH/pound to get to 32⁰F. The heat removed 

Historical Committee 
by Bruce Flaniken Chapter Historical Committee Chair

from water at 100⁰F; it is still a significant number. A pound of ice
converted to water at 100⁰F is 144 BTUH/Pound + 68.1 BTUH/pound = 212.1
BTUH/pound of water at 32⁰F to get the water to ambient of 100⁰F for
summertime in Houston, Texas. Converted to KW it equals 0.0621 KiloWatts
of power/pound of ice which at $16.7 cents per KWH = $0.0104/per pound
of ice. Consider: I paid $2.50 for 10 pounds of ice at the grocer’s last
nightand that is $.25/pound for ice. Ice sold for approximately
$0.10/pound in 1865 which is equivalent to $1.93/Pound in 1865 dollars .
 
     The Houston Chapter of ASHRAE was Chartered by Dr. F. E. Giesecke
from Texas A&M in 1937 along with Reg. F. Taylor, P. N. Vinther and eight
other intrepid souls. It was called the Texas Chapter of ASHVE, imagine
that! First meeting was probably in College Station. Engineers from Dallas
and Houston were part of the founders group. 
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The Lone Star State installed over 6,500 megawatts of solar
generation in 2023, leading the nation for the second consecutive
year. This trend is expected to continue, with Texas projected to
account for 35% of new utility-scale solar capacity in 2024.
Houston, as a key player in the global energy transition, has been
securing major solar projects. Recent federal grants totaling over
$400 million have been awarded to Houston-area organizations to
enhance solar access in low-income communities and educational
institutions.

The region has also attracted significant private investment.
TotalEnergies recently began operations at its Myrtle Solar farm
south of Houston, capable of powering 70,000 homes. Other projects
include Elin Energy’s solar panel manufacturing facility in Waller
County and SEG Solar’s PV module plant in Harris County.
These developments underscore Texas’s and Houston’s commitment
to renewable energy, positioning the region as a leader in the solar
industry and contributing to a more sustainable energy future.

For more
Information

Visit www.climateweekhouston.com. 
Engineers interested in contributing to the energy 

transition are also encouraged to learn more 
about Allies in Energy at www.alliesinenergy.org.

Texas Leads the Nation in Solar Energy Growth, 
with Houston at the Forefront

By Tobi Showunmi, alliantgroup / ASHRAE Houston member

Texas has emerged as a powerhouse in solar
energy production, outpacing traditional
energy sources and attracting significant
investment. A recent Greater Houston
Partnership report highlights this
groundbreaking achievement, solar
generation recently surpassed coal-fired
power plants in supplying electricity to the
Texas power grid, contributing 3.26 million
megawatt-hours (MWh).

https://corporate.totalenergies.us/news/totalenergies-starts-texas-380-mw-utility-scale-solar-power-plant-battery-storage
http://www.climateweekhouston.com/
http://www.alliesinenergy.org/
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Need Job Awareness?  

ASHRAE Houston Chapter wants to
help you share the opportunities that
arise within our industry and the best
way to do that is through promotion
in the community. 
If your company has any jobs
openings in the Houston area that
you would like to be promoted on
our monthly Newsletter please
email me (Kendall Zolman) at
Kendallz@unifyes.com and I will
highlight THREE lucky winners to
get free , that’s right... FREE job
opening promotion directly to
those in the industry!!! 

CLICK HERE 
to check out the

Society’s National
Job Board!! 

https://jobs.ashrae.org/?_gl=1*o8qbp8*_ga*MTk3MTM5MjY3My4xNzEwMjcxOTY3*_ga_FTF91Z7HC3*MTcyMjYyMTM0MS4yMS4wLjE3MjI2MjEzNDEuMC4wLjA.
https://jobs.ashrae.org/?_gl=1*o8qbp8*_ga*MTk3MTM5MjY3My4xNzEwMjcxOTY3*_ga_FTF91Z7HC3*MTcyMjYyMTM0MS4yMS4wLjE3MjI2MjEzNDEuMC4wLjA.
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Thank you for your
attention, and we look

forward to your
participation.

During these meetings, we
will ensure that candidates’
credentials are in order and
help you craft your story to
align with what the ASHRAE
Fellow Committee seeks in
terms of Technical
Innovation or Technical
Contributions.

1 1 . 2 0 . 2 4

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S
M E E T I N G  

Moving forward, we will hold our meetings on
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 2 PM,
instead of twice a month.
If you are interested in joining these monthly
meetings, you are more than welcome to attend.

Please reach out to Alan Neely at
alan.neely@owenscorning.com to be added to the
distribution list.

VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP MEETNG 

Have you ever wished you could go
back in time to seize an opportunity

before it slips away?
Now is your chance to avoid that regret!

We invite you to attend our
Fellowship program!

mailto:alan.neely@owenscorning.com
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