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First Annual ASHRAE Houston 
Pickleball Tournament
Benefiting ASHRAE Research and the Houston
Chapter!
Location: East River 9
65 Hirsch Rd. Houston, TX 77020
Time: 4:00 Check in

First Annual Pickleball 
Tournament

HOUSTON CHAPTER

HOT AIR RECORDER

Meeting Details will be announced soon!
Location: The Ballroom at Tanglewood, 5430
Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX 
Time: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

This Month’s Meeting 

YEA & ABC YP Networking Event 
Join ASHRAE for our upcoming Happy Hour!
Location: Kirby Ice House
23333 Eastside St. Houston, TX 77098
Time: 4:00-7:00 PM
Thank you to Butler- Cohen for Sponsoring this
event! 
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Become an

 Annual Sponsor
TODAY!!

February 4th @ 4:00PM
East River 9

65 Hirsch Rd. Houston, TX 77020

https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=5
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=6
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=16
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=31
https://ashraehouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=360&ts=1739221664
https://ashraehouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=360&ts=1739221664
https://ashraehouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=360&ts=1739221664
https://ashraehouston.org/meet-reg1.php?id=355
https://ashraehouston.org/meet-reg1.php?id=355
https://ashraehouston.org/meet-reg1.php?id=355
https://ashraehouston.org/meet-reg1.php?id=355
https://ashraehouston.org/meet-reg1.php?id=355
https://ashraehouston.org/meet-reg1.php?id=355
https://ashraehouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=345&ts=1723848459
https://ashraehouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=345&ts=1723848459
https://ashraehouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=361&ts=1740612522
https://ashraehouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=361&ts=1740612522
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When he is now travelling across the country educating owners,
engineers, and contractors on the value of desiccant equipment, John

enjoys spending time on his farm in rural Southeast Georgia with his wife,
chickens, dogs, cats, goats, cows, horses, pigs and teenage children.

This presentation discussed the
challenges faced in maintaining the
temperature and humidity
requirements in varying critical room
settings. Multiple examples illustrated
how desiccant options can provide
CAPEX and OPEX benefits and most
importantly space occupant approval.

Speaker Bio:

John Brantley is the National Sales
Manager for the Low Humidity
Segment of Nortek Air Solutions.
John has been in the HVAC industry
24 years. He has experience working
as a Professional Engineer,
Manufacturer Rep, and with multiple
HVAC manufacturers in both
engineering and sales roles. 

Utilizing Active Desiccant in HVAC Systems
to Maintain Critical Room Environments
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Julie Thomet,

QUICK LINKS
Last Month’s Meeting

President’s Message

Research Promotion

Membership

Treasurer

YEA

Student Activities

Houston’s History

WIA & DIA

Upcoming Tournaments

Government Affairs

Minutes

Roster

Job Opportunities

Dear ASHRAE Houston Members,
February was an incredibly busy and productive month for our chapter, and I wanted to
take a moment to thank everyone who attended and sponsored our various events. Our
first Blackjack Tournament was a great success, and we couldn't have done it without the
support of our generous sponsors and enthusiastic attendees. Thank you all for making
this event such a success!
 
We also had a fantastic time at the ASHRAE Winter Conference, our February Chapter
Meeting focused on Desiccants, and the joint YEA-WiA happy hour. These events allowed
us to connect, learn, and engage with our members in meaningful ways. We are continuing
to promote excellent programming through the spring season, so stay tuned for more
exciting events!
 
As we move into March, we want to draw special attention to our efforts in supporting K-12
and college students to promote the benefits of the HVAC industry. Recently, our Women in
ASHRAE group visited Cy-Fair ISD to share the benefits of joining ASHRAE, the scholarships
available, and the many career opportunities in HVAC. Over 55 students registered for the
event, and it was a great success! Kudos to all the ladies who made this outreach possible.
 
Speaking of scholarships, a reminder that our 2025 ASHRAE Houston Chapter Scholarships
are due March 21st. If you know any high school seniors or undergraduate students
planning to enroll in an engineering program with an interest in HVAC, please encourage
them to apply. We plan to award these scholarships at our May Chapter Meeting, and I
encourage all eligible candidates to apply.
 
Looking ahead, our next Chapter Meeting will be held on March 11th. Be on the lookout for
more details in the coming days! If you're planning on attending the Region VIII Chapter
Regional Conference, make sure to sign up by March 15th for the early bird rate.
 
We’re also excited to announce our very first Pickleball Tournament on March 26th! This
event promises to be a fun and unique way to support ASHRAE Research and our chapter's
operations. Registration and sponsorship opportunities are available now on our website—
don’t miss out!In addition, we’re gearing up for our Spring Golf Tournament on April 16th.
Registration and sponsorship opportunities are also available, so please take a moment to
sign up and support our efforts.
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to recognize our Government Affairs Committee—
Ken Shifflett, Keith Reihl, and Tobi Showunmi—for their tireless work in keeping our chapter
informed on government-related matters. On March 4th, they coordinated with several
other chapters in our region to host the "Day on the Hill" event. Volunteers visited the state
capitol in Austin to discuss ASHRAE’s official positions on various legislative issues
impacting our industry. We are fortunate to have such dedicated individuals representing
our interests at the local, state, and federal levels. Thank you, gentlemen!
 
Lastly, if you know someone who would like to get more involved with our chapter, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to me or Nick Janssen. We are in the planning stages for our
2025-2026 year and are looking for passionate individuals who want to give back to our
HVAC community. If you’re ready to contribute, we’d love to have you!
 
I hope to see many of you at our upcoming events. Thank you for being an essential part of
the ASHRAE community, and for your continued support and involvement.

Sincerely, 
 

24-25 ASHRAE Houston Chapter President
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Pickleball Tournament

Spring Golf Tournament

2024-2025 Fundraising Events &
Sponsorship Opportunities 

If you would like to

sign up for an annual

sponsorhip you can

donate on-line, or

contact

 Heather Camden 

at (713)305-5479 

to make your pledge

and be the top of your

level’s banner!  

 T
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UPCOMING DATES: 

Click HERE to donate to ASHRAE Research

https://fundraising.ashrae.org/Exposed/FundraisingFolio?pageIdx=81e4834f-fc93-4a82-9ca5-f1543c7625c1
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RESEARCH PROMOTION

2024-2025 Fundraising Events 



ANNUAL SPONSORSHIP
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https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=89
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=12&pid=89
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Heather Camden to
Tim Navarro

2024-2025 Treasurer: Tim Navarro

Please welcome our NEW members:

Eric Rains, Edgar Yokubaitis, David Hamlin, 
Jonathan Newman

Join or renew through www.ashrae.org/home
if you have any questions, contact membership@ashraehouston.org

TREASURER

http://www.ashrae.org/home
mailto:membership@ashraehouston.org
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2024-2025 YEA Chair 
pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
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YEA Sponsors (2024-2025)YEA Participation Survey (2024-2025)

mailto:pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
mailto:pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
mailto:pablo.marin@engineeredair.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1Tu4yfgnoISjBK3LWI5owcTslYWOE1scQqDWz6J0ms9k%2Fviewform%3Fedit_requested%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7Ckendallz%40unifyes.com%7C0292f11c511f4460fd6708dcabeecffd%7C9f7cfc5a6b4a4097afbfcc8f90c1ab0f%7C0%7C0%7C638574289510689611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5XPITxqqBxDKY3NlmQsCfJIMIVRxN019ifArt9XsOao%3D&reserved=0
https://ashraehouston.org/catalog.php?cat=11
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Upcoming Events! 

The ASHRAE Houston Chapter proudly supports the next
generation of engineers through academic scholarships,
separate from those awarded at the Society level. These
scholarships are available to full-time undergraduate students
pursuing a Bachelor of Science or Engineering degree in fields
that align with the HVAC&R industry. To qualify, applicants must
have a minimum GPA of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) or rank in the top
30% of their class while meeting at least one of the scholarship-
specific criteria.

For 2025, the Houston Chapter is offering two $1,500
scholarships:
 

ASHRAE Houston Chapter Damon Gowan Scholarship –
Open to undergraduate engineering students, with a
preference for those studying mechanical or architectural
engineering. Additionally, high school seniors interested in
HVAC&R-related degrees may also apply at the discretion
of the ASHRAE Houston Chapter.

ASHRAE Houston Chapter Richard Burr Scholarship –
Similar to the Damon Gowan Scholarship, this award
supports undergraduate engineering students, preferably in
mechanical or architectural disciplines, and may also be
awarded to high school seniors pursuing an HVAC&R-
related degree.

These scholarships are a great opportunity for students looking
to further their education and gain support from the ASHRAE
Houston Chapter. Be sure to apply and take advantage of this
chance to invest in your future in the industry! Applications
must be submitted by 3/21/2025, please reach out to Reed
Cameron (Reed.Cameron@dsxeng.com ) or Andrew Mitchell
(Andrew.2.Mitchell@jci.com) with any questions.

Other than Scholarships, the student activities are proud to
report our Texas A&M Chapter members were able to attend
the 2025 ASHRAE Winter Conference! Lots of exciting things
happening in the Aggie Land Chapter.

Thank you,
Reed Cameron



HOUSTON HISTORY 
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Houston Chapter ASHRAE Past President – Alan Neely

From a 1686 Shipwreck to Houston's Golden Gavel Victory
Unique Achievements During Presidency:

Acquired a Proclamation from the City of Houston recognizing
ASHRAE, signed by Mayor Anise Parker.
Secured a Proclamation from the State of Texas recognizing ASHRAE,
signed by Governor Rick Perry.
Obtained a Resolution (#223) passed in the Texas Senate
recognizing ASHRAE, signed by Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick.
Authored a book that became the Houston ASHRAE Chapter’s
Golden Gavel Submission.
Hosted Ms. Texas / Ms. USA at several ASHRAE functions.
Wrote an article about the La Belle, a ship that wrecked off the coast
of Matagorda Bay in 1686. The wreck remained submerged for over
three centuries until Texas A&M University built a hyperbaric
chamber to remove the moisture from the hull.
Appointed the first female officer, Kimberly Thompson.

Brief Personal Background: I grew up in Pasadena, Texas, attended
Pasadena High School and graduated from Texas A&M University. After
graduation from Texas A&M I began my career at Owens Corning
Foamglas Insulation.

Journey with ASHRAE: My first Houston ASHRAE meeting was
memorable. Feeling out of place, I met Hank Fry, who encouraged me to
introduce myself to the Chapter President, Richard Hunton Jr. Despite
Richard’s initial reluctance due to a full cabinet, he directed me to Glenn
Booker. After persistently contacting Glenn for a month, he finally
assigned me to a committee, appointing me as the Membership Chair.
Under my leadership, our committee was recognized by ASHRAE Society
and awarded the Lincoln Bouillon Award.

Following this success, I served as Secretary on Steven Redding’s
cabinet and continued to take detailed notes on winning the Golden
Gavel. Influential figures like Damon Gowan, Hugh McMillan III, and Don
Nye often remarked on the difficulty of achieving this award. Despite
their skepticism, the Houston Chapter was awarded the Golden Gavel in
2012. I proudly shared this news with Damon, who was out playing golf
at the time. In an ironic twist of fate, Hugh McMillan III was the Chair of
the Golden Gavel Committee when presenting the award to the
Houston Chapter.

Leadership and Legacy: I had the privilege of serving on the cabinets of
Kevin Murphy, Keith Reihl, Stephen Redding, Paul Alexander, Andrew
Holdaway, and Glenn Booker. I meticulously studied other chapters’
strategies for the Golden Gavel. When my presidency began, I had a
clear plan and executed it successfully.

Alan Neely



WOMEN & DIVERSITY IN ASHRAE
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
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For more
Information

Visit www.climateweekhouston.com. 
Engineers interested in contributing to the energy 

transition are also encouraged to learn more 
about Allies in Energy at www.alliesinenergy.org.

Federal Energy Code Requirements Face Industry Opposition

 
Recent federal mandates requiring HUD and USDA to adopt the 2021
IECC and ASHRAE 90.1-2019 standards have sparked significant
controversy in the building industry. The National Association of Home
Builders (NAHB) and 15 state attorneys general have filed suit against
these requirements, challenging their constitutional validity and
economic impact.
The mandate, effective May 28, requires new federally funded housing
projects to comply with updated energy codes: the 2021 International
Energy Conservation Code for single-family homes and low-rise
multifamily buildings, and ASHRAE 90.1-2019 for buildings four stories
or higher. NAHB argues these requirements could increase
construction costs by up to $31,000 per home, potentially hampering
affordable housing development.

Industry experts counter NAHB's position, noting that while upfront
costs may increase, improved energy efficiency delivers long-term
benefits, particularly for low-income households who typically spend
8% of their income on energy versus the national average of 3%. The
debate highlights ongoing tensions between environmental goals,
housing affordability, and federal policy in the construction industry.

The outcome of this legal challenge could significantly impact future
federal housing programs and energy efficiency standards
nationwide.

Read more:

NAHB Against Federal Funds for Advanced Energy Codes -
GreenBuildingAdvisor

NAHB, 15 State Attorneys General File Suit Against HUD’s Energy
Codes Mandate | NAHB

http://www.climateweekhouston.com/
http://www.alliesinenergy.org/
https://www.greenbuildingadvisor.com/article/nahb-against-federal-funds-for-advanced-energy-codes
https://www.greenbuildingadvisor.com/article/nahb-against-federal-funds-for-advanced-energy-codes
https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/press-releases/2025/01/nahb-15-state-attorneys-general-file-suit-against-huds-energy-codes-mandate
https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/press-releases/2025/01/nahb-15-state-attorneys-general-file-suit-against-huds-energy-codes-mandate
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CRC MEETING IN TULSA, OK

https://www.ashrae-neok.org/region-viii-crc
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/region-viii-crc
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/TULRT/G-NEOK
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CERTIFICATION PROMO

Exciting news! 

Beginning Feb. 1 through March 31, applicants
may use the discount code NEWYEAR2025 to

receive a 25% discount on application for any of
ASHRAE’s seven (7) building design or building

performance certifications.

Here’s how the discount works:

Apply anytime Feb. 1 – March 31 using the Discount
Code: NEWYEAR2025

Take your certification exam at any of ASHRAE’s new
1,000+ test center locations worldwide

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/TULRT/G-NEOK
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification/certification-types/bemp-building-energy-modeling-professional-certification
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification/certification-types/chd-certified-hvac-designer
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification/certification-types/hfdp-healthcare-facility-design-professional-certification
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification/certification-types/hbdp-high-performance-building-design-professional-certification
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification/certification-types/bcxp-building-commissioning-professional-certification
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification/certification-types/beap-building-energy-assessment-professional-certification
https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-certification/certification-types/cdp-certified-decarbonization-professional-certification
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Need Job Awareness?  

ASHRAE Houston Chapter wants to
help you share the opportunities that
arise within our industry and the best
way to do that is through promotion
in the community. 
If your company has any jobs
openings in the Houston area that
you would like to be promoted on
our monthly Newsletter please
email me (Kendall Zolman) at
Kendallz@unifyes.com and I will
highlight THREE lucky winners to
get free , that’s right... FREE job
opening promotion directly to
those in the industry!!! 

CLICK HERE 
to check out the

Society’s National
Job Board!! 

https://jobs.ashrae.org/?_gl=1*o8qbp8*_ga*MTk3MTM5MjY3My4xNzEwMjcxOTY3*_ga_FTF91Z7HC3*MTcyMjYyMTM0MS4yMS4wLjE3MjI2MjEzNDEuMC4wLjA.
https://jobs.ashrae.org/?_gl=1*o8qbp8*_ga*MTk3MTM5MjY3My4xNzEwMjcxOTY3*_ga_FTF91Z7HC3*MTcyMjYyMTM0MS4yMS4wLjE3MjI2MjEzNDEuMC4wLjA.
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